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St Patrick’s Festival appeal:
Stay away from water when drowning the shamrock
Eleven drown every month – one third after drinking alcohol
ALCOHOL AND WATER NEVER MIX:
Irish Water Safety is appealing to those consuming alcohol during the St Patrick’s Day Festival to behave responsibly near
water and not to engage in any aquatic activities. In particular, those boating and angling are being cautioned that their
decisions, even the next day, can be significantly impaired by alcohol. On average, eleven people drown in Ireland every
month, one third after drinking alcohol.
30 CHILDEN DROWNED IN TEN YEARS:
Half a million primary school children will enjoy St Patrick’s Day festivities nationwide but many will lack an awareness of
how to stay safe when playing near water. Thirty children aged fourteen and under drowned in ten years therefore constant
responsible supervision near water should be foremost on the minds of every parent and guardian.
LIFEJACKETS SAVE LIVES:
When boating and angling, children and adults should wear a lifejacket that has a correctly fitting crotch strap to avoid the
possibility of slipping out through the lifejacket in an emergency. http://www.iws.ie/boating/personal-flotationdevices.327.html
HYPOTHERMIA KILLS:
Coastal walks with family and friends over the bank holiday weekend present a much higher risk of stranding as people
may become trapped by incoming tides. Distraction is always a danger so please avoid walking on sandbanks and keep
children at a safe distance from the edges of rivers, canals and inland waterways where 62% of drownings occurred. Water
temperatures are still cold, which puts people at risk of cold shock and hypothermia if suddenly immersed.
http://www.iws.ie/emergency-situations/hypothermia-what-to-do.355.html Remember that your lifeline in an emergency is
112.
Irish Water Safety is appealing to parents and school teachers to give vital water safety information to children, all available
at www.iws.ie.
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