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Mr 
Mr 

Patrick 
Eamonn 

O’Brien 
Murray 

Yes Wicklow JIT - On Wednesday 19th July 2006 an 
incident took place at Blessington lake where 
a family of four were fishing and their boat 
capsized. Two people including an uncle of 
the family, watching from the shore plunged 
into the water in a desperate bid to rescue 
them.  Patrick and Eamonn received calls 
notifying them of the incident and they 
immediately went to the scene where they 
rescued all six successfully.  

Garda Nigel McInaw Yes Louth JIT - On 17th May 2005 at approx. 3am 
Garda Nigel McInaw entered the fast flowing 
and treacherous river Boyne water at St 
Mary's Bridge, Drogheda and rescued a 
young woman who had fallen into the water. 

Mr 
 
Mr 
 
Mr 

Kevin 
 
Sean 
 
Fergal 

O Brien 
 
Ivory 
 
Caffrey 

YES 
 
NOT 
attending 
NOT 
Attending 

Dublin JIT – Kevin O Brien, Sean Ivory & Fergal 
Caffrey members of the Fisheries board staff 
of the Eastern Fisheries Board were 
returning to Howth harbour from a coastal 
sea patrol when a woman was spotted lying 
face down in the water. Sean Ivory went into 
the water and swam to the woman and 
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bought her to the fisheries Patrol Craft; 
Fergal and Kevin pulled her into the boat 
where she regained consciousness and was 
taken ashore to refuge. 
 

Mr Mel McCarthy Yes Laois JIT - On the 4th August 2004 - Mel swam to 
two girls who got into difficulty due to heavy 
surf conditions at Tramore beach, Co 
Waterford. He managed to rescue one girl to 
safety while his pal went to rescue the other 
girl, he too got into difficulty. Mel went back 
out to assist his friend while a lifeguard 
rescued the other girl. All three survived. 

Garda Jason Clarke Yes Roscommon JIT - Garda Jason Clarke who was on foot 
patrol noticed a woman in distress in the river 
Corrib at O’Briens bridge, Galway where the 
water flow is fast and treacherous. Jason a 
trained Lifeguard entered the water and 
brought the woman to safety on the bank, 
where he received welcome assistance to 
take her to an awaiting ambulance. 

Mr Ciaran O Reilly Yes Cavan JIT - On the 18th June 2006 Ciaran noticed a 
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woman in distress in the water at Belturbet, 
Co. Cavan, he immediately dived into the 
water and swam towards the semi conscious 
woman and brought her to safety where 
Basic Life Support was administered by 
Ciaran’s wife and Garda Siobhain Campbell. 
She was then taken to Cavan General 
Hospital for treatment. Without the quick 
thinking and courageous action of Ciaran the 
outcome may have been very tragic. 

Mr John Madden Yes Offaly JIT - John and his friend were duck shooting 
on the river Shannon near Banagher when 
his boat capsized. John climbed onto the 
over turned boat and held onto his 
companion. With his free hand he called for 
help on his mobile phone. John held onto his 
companion for over an hour in icy waters until 
emergency services rescued both of them. It 
is without doubt - John’s great strength and 
prompt action saved both himself and the life 
of his companion. 

Ms Sarah Meehan Yes Donegal JIT - On 26th August 2006 at approx 7pm - 
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Mr Philip McEvoy Yes Armagh Sarah Meehan observed a man in difficulty in 

the water at Creevy Pier, Ballyshannon. She 
took a ring buoy and swam 50 meters from 
shore to the man in difficulty. Sarah used her 
lifesaving skills to calm the subject and keep 
him afloat until Philip McAvoy observed the 
incident and swam out to assist Sarah. They 
both used an arm carry and side stroke to 
successfully take the subject ashore and 
treat him for shock, until he was taken by 
ambulance to Sligo General Hospital. 
 

Mr Pat Gleeson Unable to 
attend - no 
sub 

Kilkenny JIT - While holidaying in Torremolinos Pat 
Gleeson noticed two girls in distress in the 
water at the beach, without hesitation Pat 
entered the water along with another 
gentleman and brought the two girls to safety 
through strong surf conditions. 
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